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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
 

Dear WAKO members 
 
 
in front of you is the first 
Presidential Newsletter.  
 
With this Newsletter I plan to 
inform all our members about the 
great activities in kickboxing off all 
our members around the world. 
 
Here I will try very simply and 
briefly, mostly through pictures to 
inform you of our activities. 
Because a picture speaks a 
thousand words. 
 
Therefore, on this occasion, I invite you to let us know about your activities and 
to send brief information with a few pictures to our staff responsible for 
preparing and publishing the Newsletter: 
 
WAKO Media Officer - Marijana Pelevic: marijana.pelevic@wako.sport  
WAKO Technical Director - Romeo Desa: technical.director@wako.sport  
WAKO Administration - Barbara Falsoni: administration@wako.sport  
 
You will receive this newsletter every month at your e-mail address and will be 
published on the WAKO official website. Please forward an email with the 
Newsletter to all member clubs in your national federations so that we can show 
everyone what our activities are around the world. 
 
 
WAKO IF President 
Roy Baker 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:marijana.pelevic@wako.sport
mailto:technical.director@wako.sport
mailto:administration@wako.sport
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WAKO GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

WAKO Ordinary General Assembly 2019 
at Özkaymak Falez Hotel - Monday 25th November, 2019 
 

Main decisions: 

• Adoption of amendments to the WAKO Statutes supervised by the Swiss law firm and proposed 
by the GAISF/IOC 

• Election of the new members of the Board of Directors 
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NEW WAKO IF BOARD 
 

 

Mr. ENNIO FALSONI (Italy) 
Current position: HONORARY PRESIDENT. 

 
Date of Birth: 04-04-1946.  

Role in NF: Honorary President.  
Nationality: Italian.  

Hobbies: tennis, golf, reading.  
Grade: 6th degree.  

Main Profession: consultant. 

Mr. ROY BAKER (Ireland) 
Current position in  the board: The PRESIDENT.  

 

Date of Birth: 23-03-1965.  
Role in NF: President.  

Nationality: Irish.  
Hobbies: table tennis, running, cross fit.  

Grade: 9th degree.  
Main Profession: director of SSE.  

 

Mr. ESPEN LUND (Norway) 

Current position in the board: VICE PRESIDENT  
and GENERAL SECRETARY 

  

Date of Birth: 07-09-1964.  
Role in NF: General Secretary.  

Nationality: Norwegian.  
Hobbies: running, skiing and swimming.  
Main Profession: sports administration. 

Mr. PAULO ZORELLO (Brazil) 
Current position in the board: VICE PRESIDENT  

and WAKO PANAM President. 
 

Date of Birth: 26-01-1960.  
Role in NF: President.  
Nationality: Brazilian.  

Hobbies: bodybuilding, mountain biking, hiking and trail hike.  
Grade: 7th degree, former WAKO World Champion 

 Main Profession: sports manager, businessman and farmer 
 

 

Mr. ISTVAN KIRALY (Hungary) 
Current position in the board: VICE PRESIDENT  

and WAKO EUROPE ACTING PRESIDENT 
 

Date of Birth: 21-11-1966.  
Role in NF: Vice President.  

Nationality: Hungarian.  
Hobbies: shooting and reading.  

Grade: 7th degree.  
Main Profession: owner of the companies. 

Mrs. FRANCESCA FALSONI (Italy) 
Current position in the board: VICE PRESIDENT.  

 
Date of Birth: 08-02-1974.  

Role in NF: legal counsellor and representative in WAKO.  
Hobbies: yoga, fitness, travelling 

Main Profession: business lawyer. 
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Mr. VADIM UKRAINTSEV (Russia) 
Current position in the board: VICE PRESIDENT 

 

Date of Birth: 24-03-1966.  
Role in NF: President.  
Nationality: Russian.  

Hobbies: swimming, moto (biker).  
Grade: Honoured coach of Russia, former WAKO World Champion 

Master of sports of international class.  
Main Profession: coach. 

Mr. SALIM KAYICI (Turkey) 
Current position in the board: VICE PRESIDENT 

 

Date of Birth: 21-12-1966.  
Role in NF: President.  
Nationality: Turkish.  

Hobbies: Kickboxing, Taekwondo, Music.  
Grade: 9th Dan Black Belt.  

Main Profession: Government Official. 
  

 

Mr. CARLOS RAMJANALI (Angola) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER  

 

Date of Birth: 18-05-1960.  
Role in NF: Vice President.  

Nationality: Portuguese.  
Hobbies: Golf and Reading.  
Grade: 8th Dan Black Belt.  

Main Profession: Businessman. 

Mrs. GIMENA FLORENCIA CHAVEZ (Argentina) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER 

 

Date of Birth: 19-12-1974.  
Role in NF: Secretary and Referee.  

Nationality: Argentine.  
Hobbies: Sport event management.  

Main Profession: Secretary and Referee Chairman. 
 

 

Mr. NIKOLAUS GSTATTNER (Austria) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER and 

TREASURER 
 

Date of Birth: 02-11-1963.  
Role in NF: Management-Director (President).  

Nationality: Austrian.  
Hobbies: Kickboxing.  

Main Profession: Geschäftsführer der Sparte Handel der 
Wirtschaftskammer Kärnten. 

Mr. ZSOLT MORADI (Hungary) 
Current position in the board: BOARD 

 

Date of Birth: 03-06-1988.  
Role in NF:  of WAKO Hungary Executive Board of Directors 

Nationality: Hungarian.  
Hobbies: Sports, Reading, Gastronomy.  

Grade: Master of Science in Sport Management, multiple 
WAKO World Champion  

Main Profession: Entrepreneur. 
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Mr. DONATO MILANO (Italy) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER 

 
Date of Birth: 22-04-1961.  

Role in NF: President.  
Nationality: Italian.  

Hobbies: Sailing and Diving.  
Grade: 7th Dan Black Belt 

Main Profession: Sport Management Director. 

Mr. BASEL YOUSEF M. ALSHAER (Jordan) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER 

 

Date of Birth: 25-09-1970.  
Role in NF: President.  
Nationality: Jordanian.  

Hobbies: Taekwondo, Kung Fu, Kickboxing, horseriding.  
Grade: 4th Dan Black Belt 

Main Profession: Professor of financial banking at Jordanian University  

 

Mrs. KATARZYNA KOCISZEWSKA-PALACZ (Poland) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER  

 
Date of Birth: 25-04-1964.  

Roles in NF: representative in WAKO, Chair of Women in Sport 
Committee, member of POC Women in Sport Committee.  

Nationality: Polish.  
Hobbies: beekeeping, ecological gardening, writing biographies  
Main Profession: owner of SPORT MASTERS Co., president of 

the Foundation for Sports Champions, chair of a limited 
partnership SPORT MASTERS. 

Mrs. MICHAELA KOVACOVA (Slovakia) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER 

 
Date of Birth: 19-04-1988.  

Roles in NF: Board of Slovak Kickboxing Union,  
Chairman of Referee Committee for Tatami and Ring Sports.  

Nationality: Slovakia 
 Hobbies: Kickboxing, Refereeing.  

Grade: A class Referee Ring sports.  
Main Profession: CEO/director of company for selling fitness 

equipment and sports clothes.  

 

Mr. ASLAM MAHOMED (South Africa) 
Current position in the board: BOARD MEMBER 

 
Date of Birth: 03-12-1979.  

Roles in NF Executive member 
Nationality: South Africa.  

Hobbies: Kickboxing, Swimming, Fishing and Surfing.  
Grade: Black belt.  

Main Profession: Optometrist and Businessman. 
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WAKO IF COMMITTEES 
 

Organizing Committee 
 

Mr. Roy Baker (Ireland) (Chairman) 
Mr. Srdjan Bugarcic (Serbia) 
Mr. Nicola Traina (Italy) 
Mr. Romeo Desa (Croatia) 
Mr. Giorgio Ceravolo (Italy) 
Mr. Danny Slevin (Ireland) 
Mr. Ilija Salerno (Ireland) 
Mrs. Marijana Pelevic (Serbia) 
 

Technical Committee 
 

Mr. Romeo Desa (Croatia) (Chairman) 
Mr. Srdjan Bugarcic (Serbia) 
Mr. Vadim Ukraintsev (Russia) 
Mr. Kai Becker (Germany) 
Mr. Otmar Felsberger (Austria) 
Mr. Istvan Kiraly (Hungary) 
Mr. Dominik Hobling (Austria) 
Mr. Santosh K. Agrawal (India) 
Mrs. Ellaine Small (Ireland) 
Mr. Tom Hanniger (USA) 
Mr. Yury Lakhtikov (Estonia) 
Mr. Nizar Taleb (Palestine) 
 

Referee Committee 
Ring Sports 
 

Mr. Yuri Lakhtikov (Estonia) (Chairman) 
Mr. Sami Savo (Finland) 
Mr. Zoran Simurina (Serbia) 
Mr. Tim Mazurkiewicz (USA) 
Mr. Jan Frana (Czech Republic) 
Mr. Aleksandar Berezkin (Russia) 
Mr. Sultan Kvandyke (Kazakhstan) 
Mr. Tomislav Novosel (Croatia) 
Mr. Marco Pacor (Italy) 
Ms. Michaela Kovacova (Slovakia) 
Mr. Gabor Szabo (Hungary) 
Mr. Wilson Okon (Nigeria) 
Mr. Sahin Kocak (Turkey) 
 

Referee Committee 
Tatami Sports 
 

Mr. Brian Beck (Great Britain) (Chairman) 
Mrs. Gina Engelhardt (The Netherlands) 
Mrs. Eleftheria Panagopoulou (Greece) 
Mr. JD Du Plessis (South Africa) 
Mr. Karl Wilson (Ireland) 
Mr. Manuel Doria (Italy) 
Mr. Thomas Steenberg (Norway) 
Mr. Marlon Rios (Guatemala) 
Mr. Kim Kristoffenson (Norway) 
Mr. Peter Markland (Great Britain) 
Mr. Oriano De Bei (Italy) 
Mr. Róbert Gasparik (Hungary) 

Medical, Health &  
Anti-Doping Committee 
 

Mr. Massimiliano Bianco (Italy) (Chairman) 
Mr. Gianlorenzo Daniele (Italy) (Anti-Doping Off) 
Mr. Vitale Monte (Italy) 
Mr. Andreas Lodrup (Norway) 
Mrs. Maura Grummell (Ireland) 
Mrs. Susana Milutinovic (Serbia) 
Mr. Hosein Hasani (Iran) 
Mrs. Daniela Ribeiro (Brasil) 
Mr. Dimitrios Bakirtzis (Greece) 
Mr. Ed Van Wijk (The Netherlands) 
Mr. Andrea Angelopoulos (Greece) 
Mr. Almos Gogl (Hungary) 
 

Athletes Committee 
 

Mr. Zsolt Moradi (Hungary) (Chairman) 
Mr. Tomaz Barada (Slovenia) 
Mrs. Gloria De Bei (Italy) 
Mrs. Lucia Cmarova (Slovakia) 
Mr. Cebrail Gencoglu (Turkey) 
Mrs. Elaine Small (Ireland) 
Mrs. Mette Solli (Norway) 
Mr. Kian Golpira (Germany) 
Mr. Andres Garcia Gandara (Guatemala) 
Mr. Billy Bryce (Great Britain) 
Mr. Jarrett Laiker (USA) 
Mr. Benjamin Regan (Australia) 
Mr. Thiago Michel (Brazil) 
Mr. Kuldeep Kumar (India) 
 



Page 8 of 51 

 

Coaching Committee 
 

Mr. Daimi Akin (Norway) (Chairman) 
Mr. Miodrag Jotic (Serbia) 
Mr. Istvan Kiraly (Hungary) 
Mr. Gianfranco Rizzi (Italy) 
Mr. Nikos Memmos (Greece) 
Mr. Dev Barrett (Great Britain) 
Mr. Godwin Okon-Wilson (Nigeria) 
Mr. Dave Heffernan (Ireland) 
Mr. Junior Kistow (Trinidad &Tobago) 
Mrs. Seda Duygu Aygun (Turkey) 
Mr. Essa Abu Nassar (Jordan) 
Mr. Roman Chizhov (Russia) 
 

Women in Sport 
Committee 
 

Mrs. Katarzyna Kociszewska (Pol) (Chairwoman) 
Mrs. Marijana Pelevic (Serbia) 
Mrs. Francesca Falsoni (Italy) 
Mrs. Sharon Gill (Great Britain) 
Mrs. Ana Isabel Sordo (Spain) 
Mrs. Pooja Dasan (India) 
Mrs. Emma Ankargren (Sweden) 
Mrs. Kristin Vollstad (Norway) 
Mrs. Rabia Ozge Kayici (Turkey) 
Mrs. Mariana Contreras (Guatemala) 

Media Committee 
 

Mrs. Marijana Pelevic (Serbia) (Chairwoman) 
Mrs. Barbara Falsoni (Italy) 
Ms. Ashley Zbilski (USA) 
Mr. Danny Slevin (Ireland) 
Mr. Marek Krugol (Estonia) 
 

Development 
Committee 
 

Mr. Espen Lund (Norway) (Chairman) 
Mr. Donato Milano (Italy) 
Mr. Zsolt Moradi (Hungary) 
Mr. Tomaz Barada (Slovenia) 
Mr. Aslam Mohamed (South Africa) 
Mrs. Isabelle Jeannot (Mauritius) 
Mr. Andres Garcia Gandara (Guatemala) 
Mr. Basel Al Shaer (Jordan) 
Mr. Kaan Ozgur Kayici (Turkey) 
 

Education & Student 
Committee 
 

Mr. Istvan Kiraly (Hungary) (Chairman) 
Mr. Pawel Skalski (Poland) 
Mr. Resat Onur Er (Turkey) 
Mr. Vladimir Sitar (Slovenia) 
Mr. Dominik Hobling (Austria) 
 

Ethical Committee 
 

Mr. Peter Galambos (Hungary) (Chairman) 
Mrs. Michaela Kovacova (Slovakia) 
Mr. Neville Wray (Great Britain) 
Mr. Horst Prelog (Canada) 
Mr. Vladimir Sitar (Slovenia) 
Mr. Brendan Dowling (Ireland) 
Mr. Javier Dopico (Spain) 
 

Legal Committee 
 

Mrs. Francesca Falsoni (Italy) (Chairwoman) 
Mr. Nikolaus Gstaettner (Austria) 
Mr. Jarrett Leiker (USA) 
Mr. Jose Rudolfo Costa (Brazil) 

Disciplinary Committee 
 

Mr. Nikolaus Gstaettner (Austria) (Chairman) 
Mr. Romeo Desa (Croatia) 
Mr. Driss El Hilali (Morocco) 
Mr. Thomas Steenberg (Norway) 
Mr. Jose Rodolfo Costa 
 

International Relation 
Committee 
 

Mr. Espen Lund (Norway) (Chairman= 
Mr. Roy Baker (Ireland) 
Mr. Donato Milano (Italy) 
Mr. Salim Kayici (Turkey) 
 

Arbitration Committee 
 

Mr. Jean Pierre Morand (Switzerland) 
Mr. Robert Malcolm Fox (Switzerland/Jamaica) 
Mr. Mattia Tonella (Switzerland/Italy) 
Mr. Andreas Zagklis (Greece) 
Mr. Andrea Alexander Gamba (Switzerland / Italy) 
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WAKO ATHLETE SEMINAR 
 
November 28, 2019. Antalya, Turkey, during WAKO World Championships for seniors. 
 

 
 

 
Two representatives of the IOC Sports department Mr. Andrew Hofer and Irina Gladkikh 
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WAKO ATHLETE CORNER 
 

 
 

 
Athlete Corner: Learning, sharing, educating. World Championships in Antalya 
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WAKO ACTIVITY CALENDAR 2020 
 
Please find here below the WAKO activity Calendar 2020 (updated at 16/01/2020). 
 
We would like to remind you some of the main events taking place during the year 2020 in 
the five continents as follows: 
 

• WAKO Oceania Championship 2020 
Canberra, Australia, from 17th to 19th April 2020 
 

• WAKO African Championship 2020 (Full contact and Low Kick) 
Yaounde, Cameroun, from 21st to 26th April 2020 
 

• 5th European Universities Games 2020 
Belgrade, Serbia, from 21st to 25th July 2020 
 

• WAKO African Championship 2020 (K-1 and Tatami Sports) 
Pretoria, South Africa, 25th-26th July 2020 
 

• WAKO Cadets & Juniors World Championships (All disciplines) 
Belgrade, Serbia, from 21st to 30th August 2020 
 

• WAKO Asian Championship 2020 
South Korea, October 2020 (dates and place to be confirmed 
 

• WAKO Senior & Master European Championships (All disciplines) 
Antalya, Turkey, from 10th to 18th October 2020 
 

• WAKO Pan American Championship 2020 
Foz do Iguacu, Brazil, from 11th to 15th November 2020 

 
ATTENTION: 
 
Following WAKO rules and regulations the eligibility for the participation is reserved 
only to WAKO national Federation/Association s that have fulfilled all the obligations 
in that year (including payment of the annual affiliation fee to WAKO IF).In case of any 
change or update to be made to the Calendar please contact: technical.director@wako.sport 
 
For advertising material (poster, invitation ect.) about your event already present on 
Calendar to be published on WAKO website please send it to: administration@wako.sport 
 
IMPORTANT:  
 
please send the poster in high resolution and possibly both in vertical and horizontal 
format. 
 
 

mailto:technical.director@wako.sport
mailto:administration@wako.sport
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WAKO SPORT ACTIVITIES 
 

 
 

WAKO EUROPE CUP 
GOLDEN GLOVE 2020 

 
Conegliano, Italy 
17 - 19 January 2020 
 
1485 participants 
112 clubs 
17 countries 

 

NEW YEAR OPEN 2020 
 
Dublin, Ireland 
January 26th 2020 
 
Point fighting  
Light contact  
Musical forms / weapons 
 
Over 600 competitors 
from 42 clubs 
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WAKO AUSTRALIA 
 

First selections for Junior 
Australian team, held on  
25th January 2020. 
 
Each winner will be offered a 
place on junior national team for 
Junior World Championships 
2020 in Belgrade. 
 
Junior disciplines: 
Kick light 
Light contact 
Point fighting  
K1 

 

 

WATFORD OPEN 
NATIONALS 2020 
 
Aylesbury, England, GB 
January 26th 2020 
 
Point fighting  
Light contact  
 
460 competitors 
53 clubs 
8 countries 
  

 
  



Page 19 of 51 

OTHER WAKO ACTIVITIES 
 

 

BUDAPEST (Hungary)  
January 18 
 
WAKO President visited the Hungarian 
National Federation General Assembly 
during his visit to Budapest for meetings with 
WAKO Europe Acting President and 
Technical developers of WAKO IF 
 
From left: Attila Katona Vice president Peter 
Galmbos President Roy Baker WAKO IF 
President István Kiraly, Acting President 
WAKO Europe. Gabor Juhasz Vice President 
 

 
 

ROME (Italy) 
January 24 
 
WAKO President attend as guest a 
celebration ceremony in CONI (Italian 
Olympic Committee) to recognize the 
awards of FIKBMS (Italian federation) with 
Donato Milano, president of FIKBMS. 

 

Singapore 
January 24 
 

Vice-President of Kickboxing Federation of 
Singapore, Mr. Joel Lye and Secretary of 
Kickboxing Federation of Singapore, Miss. 
Valencia had a productive meeting with 
Parkinson Society Singapore. 
 
With the guidance and direction of WAKO 
Kickboxing through Vice-President, Espen 
Lund, Kickboxing Federation of Singapore 
discussed the next steps to further 
develop Kickboxing for the community, 
specifically for Parkinson Warriors! 
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WAKO USA 
 

WAKO USA President Rob Zbilski 
received the "Martial Arts Academy 
Award" at the Action Martial Arts 
Magazine Hall of Honours for his hard 
work and dedication of being a True 
Warrior of WAKO Kickboxing and 
standing strong in his beliefs of 
building the best team to represent  
Country for the WAKO TEAM USA 
KICKBOXING organization as 
continuing pursuit of Global 
Dominance! 

 

WAKO USA 
Atlantic City, New Jersey 
January 25th 2020 
 

WAKO USA attend the Action 
Magazine Martial Arts Mega 
Weekend - January 25th 2020.  
 
WAKO USA taught seminars with 
martial arts celebrities, Don Wilson, 
Benny the Jet Urquidez, Bill 
Wallace, Kathy Long, and the Joe 
Lewis Fighting Systems. 
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Kickboxing is gaining visibility in state Parana, Brazil, due to the state government support and it 
will be included as an official sport at the American Kickboxing Cup, which will take place 6-8 
March in Foz Do Iguacu. 
 
After a very productive meeting with State Government representative for Sports Mr. Jeferson 
Lazarus and the President of Brazilian Confederation for Kickboxing Mr. Paulo Zorello and Parana 
Federation for Kickboxing president Mr. Fabio Galvao, kickboxing gained full support. 
 

 

WAKO SIGNED CONTRACT  
WITH MAIN SPONSORS FOR 2020 - 2023  
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Peace and Sport – Live Together Program 
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TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 
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WAKO NEWS 
 

 

WAKO SINGAPORE 
 
Congratulations to WAKO Singapore 
on receiving government recognition 
and their successful development of 
our sport in Asia. 

 

Vladislav Tuinov 
nominated as 

The World Games 
Athlete of the Year 2019 

 
During the World Kickboxing Championships 
2019 in Sarajevo, Vladislav Tuinov (RU) was 
announced as "The best ring fighter in the 
World" for his fantastic performances and the 
respect he was expressing for his opponents. 
 
He was a candidate for The World Games 
Athlete of the Year 2019!  
 
Thank you all in WAKO for voting, thank you 
Vladislav Tuinov for a fantastic presentation of 
our sport Kickboxing! 
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COMPETITION ANNOUNCEMENT 
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NEW WAKO BRANDING 
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